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MAJORITY OF AREA RESIDENTS SUPPORT LOCATION OF NORTHWEST FAMILY YMCA

YMCA and Volunteers Move Forward with Plans to Build the Northwest Family YMCA

March 8, 2010 -- In an effort to capture community perceptions of the Northwest Family YMCA and the location at the corner of Drakes Landing and Route 31, the YMCA recently commissioned a telephone survey of residents in the Town of Lysander.  Baldwinsville-based Research and Marketing Strategies, Inc. surveyed randomly selected residents and asked if they supported the YMCA to be built at the corner of Drakes Landing and Route 31. The sampled household population, which represents a 3.8 percent margin of error at the 95 percent confidence interval, makes the findings statistically reliable at a high level. RMS specifically oversampled the Radisson community, as this community is closest to the site of the Northwest Family YMCA. When asked if they supported the YMCA to be built at the corner of Route 31 and Drakes Landing, overall 81 percent favored the YMCA to be built at that location and 86 percent agreed that the YMCA will improve the quality of life in this community. Within the Radisson community, 66 percent support the location of the new YMCA. When those who were not in favor of the YMCA location were asked if they would support the location of the YMCA if they knew it would not be built elsewhere in the Town of Lysander, support increased to 85 percent overall and 72 percent within the Radisson community.
“We’ve heard from many, many area residents who want the YMCA built in that location and the survey results support what they have been saying,” said Cindy Dowd Greene, chair of the Baldwinsville YMCA Board of Managers, the group of volunteers fundraising and planning the new YMCA. “We’ve received letters of support and endorsement from community groups and leaders including the Greater Baldwinsville Chamber of Commerce, Maureen’s Hope Foundation, Town of Van Buren, the KARE Foundation, the Optimist Club, County of Onondaga Health Department and the Greater Syracuse Association of Realtors. We wanted to quantify support for the YMCA without dividing the community through petition drives or email or letter writing campaigns. The survey accomplished that goal and demonstrates that the majority of area residents wants the YMCA and want it built at that location.”
The YMCA of Greater Syracuse purchased the 22-acre property at the corner of Drakes Landing and Route 31 in 2006 after a lengthy site search around the Baldwinsville area, including reviewing parcels within the Radisson Community corporate parks.  The Drakes Landing and Route 31 location is the best site for the community-focused facility. Volunteers and the YMCA selected that property because the lot allows the YMCA to build a facility that includes all of the amenities the community needs such as a senior and teen center, swimming pools, art center, and wellness center; allows for adequate parking; and is easily accessible. More than half of the property will remain undeveloped. In 2007, the YMCA hired Robertson, Strong, Apgar Architects to design the building and in early 2008, the YMCA held meetings with area residents to present initial plans.
“We’ve listened to the neighbors and have modified the site plan to address their concerns,” said Hal Welsh, executive director, YMCA of Greater Syracuse. “We’ve decreased the overall size of the building -- specifically the footprint, removed all connections to the Radisson trail system and Kerri Hornaday Park, rotated the entrance of the building to face north, and moved the location of the building closer to Route 31 and away from Drakes Landing to provide an even greater buffer on that side of the property.”
In the fall of 2009, the YMCA hired a traffic engineer to study the potential traffic impact of the new YMCA on Drakes Landing. The study included weekday and weekend traffic counts as well as data from the New York State Department of Transportation. The traffic engineer concluded the additional traffic generated by the YMCA will have no significant impacts on the traffic on Drake's Landing or on the surrounding streets provided minor signal timing adjustments are made to the traffic light at the intersection of Route 31 with Drake's Landing.  The YMCA will work with the Town of Lysander and NYSDOT to address the recommended changes to the light timing.

-more-
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In December 2009, the YMCA formally presented the site plan for the Northwest Family YMCA to the Town of Lysander Planning Board for approval. The site plan is currently being reviewed by the Planning Board.

Fundraising for the Northwest Family YMCA started in 2001 and to date the group has secured more than $10 million through financing and fundraising, which brings the YMCA to 75 percent of its fundraising goal. 

The YMCA of Greater Syracuse is a 151 year-old not-for-profit service organization putting Christian principles into action through programs that build healthy spirit, mind and body for all. In Onondaga County, the YMCA is the largest provider of school age child care and youth swimming lessons and is the area’s largest employer of teens. The YMCA is committed to building strong kids, strong families and strong communities and currently has more than 30,000 members in the Greater Syracuse area.
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